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gaol only once. He did not listen to the complaints of the priso-
ners. Indian prisoners are generally allowed sandals and socks.
In this gaol most of them did not get these; even women were
not given any. Quite often the prisoners were supplied only one
blanket each,, and that a torn one. They were refused permission
to see their lawyers and were not even allowed to write to the
Director of Prisons.

All this is but a brief summary of the tales of suffering I have
heard from my countrymen. The affidavits to be submitted to the
Government on this matter are under preparation. This is, how-
ever, quite a serious matter and calls for public attention. There is
no exaggeration whatever in what I am reporting and you are
free to show this to the officers concerned before publishing it,
Mr. Rustomjee and his fellow-prisoners ask for nothing but a
full, fearless, independent and impartial discussion, and demand
an inquiry.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 7-1-1914

207. CABLE TO G. K, GOKHALE

DURBAN,
December 23, 1913

SERVANTS OF INDIA SOCIETY
POONA

BEEN MARTTZBURG WHICH AT MASS MEETING ENDORSED YES-
TERDAY'S DURBAN RESOLUTIONS. IMPOSSIBLE ACCEPT COMMIS-
SION UNLESS SUGGESTION ADDING TO COMMISSION, RELEASE
PRISONERS ACCEPTED* PEOPLE EARNEST ENTHUSIASTIC- THEY
WILL NOT LISTEN ADVICE ACCEPTANCE COMMISSION EX-
CEPT ON ABOVE CONDITIONS, THEY ARE DESPERATED THO-
ROUGHLY DISTRUST GOVERNMENT. COMMISSION SEEMS INCLUDE
EXAMINATION GENERAL GRIEVANCES. ANYWAY OUR. LETTER
ASSUMES INCLUSION SUCH EXAMINATION AND ASKS FOR IT IF
OUR INTERPRETATION INCORRECT. SIXTEEN PIONEER PASSIVE
RESISTERS INCLUDING RUSTOMJEE FOUR LADIES DISCHARGED
EXPIRATION SENTENCES. R03TQMJEE OTHERS WHO ARE AMONG
HOST RESPECTABLE MEMBERS COMMUNITY STATE PRISON TREAT-
MENT BARBAROUS, CRUEL. RUSTOMJEE WHO HAS EXPERIENCE
ttAHY PRISONS DURING PREVIOUS LONG IMPRISONMENTS SAYS
P&BSEOT TREATMENT DURBAN PRISON UNPARALLELED IN